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Otis Inaugural

June 26, 27, 28

Hosted By

Thornapple Creek Golf Club
Heritage Glen Golf Club





Otis Inaugural

Greetings Otis Participants!

This program should contain more information than you need to know about the Otis.  The most important

item is to have a great time.  Also included in the packet are the prize distributions, format, rules of play, 

tee times for Friday AM, Friday PM, and Saturday AM, player bios, and logistics.  The logistics section,

includes directions, multiple maps, and in case you still get lost, phone numbers of the courses, motel, and

restaurant.

Our final count for players is 28.  That gives us the following prize distributions:

The prizes will distributed as follows:

Closest To The Pin (4 holes per round, all 5 rounds) 


$20

Long Drive (1 hole per round, all 5 rounds)



$20

Long Putt (1 hole per round, all 5 rounds)



$20

Low Net 1st Place (one person, each stroke play round)

$40

Low Net 2nd Place (one person, each stroke play round)

$30

Low Net 3rd Place (one person, each stroke play round)

$20

Low Net 4th Place (one person, each stroke play round)

$15

Low Net 5th Place (one person, each stroke play round)

$10

Scramble Team Winners (each person, each scramble round)

$40

Scramble Team 2nd place (each person, each scramble round)

$20

Scramble Team 3rd place (each person, each scramble round)

$15

The golf fees for all 5 rounds, with carts will be $169 per person.

The Betting Pool Money will $61 per person.

If you cannot play, let us know immediately, so we can fill your spot.  We have already commited to bring

28 people and paid deposits, so if we can’t replace you, you may not be able to get a refund.

Tee Times for each day begin at 8:27 AM, and 2:27 PM.  Please make sure you get to the course ahead of 

time.

We will have a group dinner on Saturday at Chianti’s on Stadium Drive, a few blocks east of the Red Roof 

Inn.  We hope everyone will participate.  The price will be $14.95 per person, which includes dinner, salad, 

and a soft drink.  Alcohol is extra, and will be added to everyone’s separate checks.  Since we have a large 

group, there will be a banquet menu of Salmon, Veal Parmagion, and Prime Rib that you can choose from.

We will also be meeting in the Chianti’s bar on Thursday (after 9:00 p.m.), if you are interested in meeting 

up with many of the participants before the tournament.  

1998 Otis Inaugural
Official Otis Format
Friday AM - Stroke play with your foursome at Thornapple.  Prizes are awarded for the 

4 closest to the pin markers, long drive in the fairway on #18 (a fairly narrow par 4), 

longest putt made on #7, and to the top 5 finishers.

Friday PM - 4 man scramble play at Thornapple.  Teams are determined by a high/low 

pairing based on your pre-tournament approved score.  For example, one team would 

consist of players ranked 1-14-21-28, the next team would be 2-13-20-27, etc.  Prizes are 

awarded for the 4 closest to the pin markers, long drive in the fairway on #9 (a fairly 

narrow par 5), longest putt made on #18, and to the top three teams.

Saturday AM - Stroke play with your foursome at Heritage.  Prizes are awarded for the 

4 closest to the pin markers, long drive in the fairway on #8 (a very narrow par 5), longest 

putt made on #14, and to the top 5 net scores.

Saturday PM - Handicapped 4 man scramble play at Heritage.  Teams are determined 

by a blind draw with two players from the “A” pool (players 1-14) and two from the “B” 

pool (players 15-28).  Handicaps are computed based on a weighted average of your pre 

approved score and Friday mornings score.  The scale is as follows:  an Average score 

less than 80 is a 0, 80-84 is a 1, 85-90 is a 2, 91-95 is a 3, 96-100 is a 4, 101-105 is a 5, 

and greater than 105 is a 6.  If your team has players who average 82, 84, 96, and 112, 

you would receive a handicap of 12.  Prizes are awarded for the 4 closest to the pin 

markers, long drive in the fairway on #1 (a fairly narrow par 4), longest putt made on 

#18, and to the top three teams.

Sunday AM - 4 man scramble play at Thornapple.  For this round, we will re-rank all 

of the players based on your average from the first two morning rounds.  Teams are 

determined by a high/low pairing based on your average scores.  For example, one team 

would consist of players re-ranked 1-40-20-21, the next team would be 2-39-19-22, etc.  

Prizes are awarded for the 4 closest to the pin markers, longest putt made on #18, and to 

the top three teams.

1998 Otis Inaugural
Official Otis Rules
Unless otherwise stated by the rules committee (Mike Redenbaugh), USGA rules apply.  

Here are some clarifications and local rules that should help eliminate confusion.

NO Complaining about the conditions or rules!

NO Gimmies 

Rain:
You are expected to play through all weather.  We follow a modified Otis rule 


(The original Otis rule is, if the bar is open, you must drink!), thus the modified 


rule is,  if the course is open you must play.  With this in mind, be prepared with 


an umbrella, rain suit, multiple towels, and spare gloves.  As Bill Murray would 


say,  “I don’t think the heavy stuff will come down for a while now.”  Remember, 


we are coming a long way to play, so be prepared!  Plus, everyone will face the

same conditions.

Shoes:
Heritage requires SPIKELESS SHOES

Shirts:
Heritage requires a shirt with a collar

Tee Time - Arrive at least 20 minutes before your morning tee time

Moving the ball:


Rough - Moving the ball is absolutely not allowed


Fairway -  You are allowed to move the ball no more than six inches

Out of bounds Markers:


Thornapple - 
All holes - you are allowed to drop the ball where it went OB 






with a ONE stroke penalty


Heritage -
All holes - you are allowed to drop the ball where it went OB with 





a ONE stroke penalty.


If the ball is OB but playable, you still must drop it back in play and take the one 


stroke penalty!

Lost Balls


You may drop a ball in the area where you think the ball disappeared (you must 


get agreement from your partners on the spot), and then take a ONE stroke 


penalty.

Water Hazards:


Standard - 
Drop where the ball crossed the margin of the hazard, one stroke 




penalty (i.e., on a par 3 if you hit your tee shot in the water, after 





your drop, you will be hitting your 3rd shot.)


Exceptions -
#3 at Thornapple drop on the other side of the water by the cart






path.

#4 at Thornapple:  Off the tee, drop on the other side of the marsh 



by the cart path




#5 at Thornapple:  Off the tee, drop on the other side of the lake 





directly in front of the tee.  From the fairway, drop on the other




side of the lake by the cart path, closer to the green




#10 at Thornapple:  Off the tee, drop on the other side of the lake




by the cart path.






#17 at Thornapple:  Off the tee, drop in the official drop area (if 







marked), otherwise, drop just short and to the right of the green.

Tee Markers - Blue tees on the front and back nine at both courses.

Scorecards - Must be signed by each member of the group and turned into Barney Fife 

(the anal retentive one will be named before each round).

Scrambles:


Drives - 
Minimum of 2 drives must be used from each player

Position - You must hit your shot within 1 club length of where the 

ball was marked.  You can not change the playing surface (i.e., if 

you are in the rough or sand  you must play the ball from the 

rough or sand).


Putting -
Once the ball is in the hole, that is your score (i.e., DON”T tap the 






ball in if someone else still has a chance to make the putt!!)


Finish - 
Weather permitting, wait at least 30 feet behind the green for the




following groups.

Fun – Have a great time!
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1998 Otis Inaugural
Official Otis Logistics

Tournament Date: 

Weekend of Friday, June 26, 1998

Tournament Location:

Thornapple Creek Country Club





Kalamazoo, Michigan (616) 344-0040





Heritage Glen Golf Club





Paw Paw, Michigan (616) 657-2552

Motel Accommodations:
Red Roof Inn 





Kalamazoo West #025





(US 131 at Stadium Drive, Exit 36B, 616-375-7400)





Rooms are $49.99 per night double occupancy.





To Reserve your room, Call Red Roof Inns at 





1-800-874-9000 by June 11, 1998 to secure your





room under the Otis Outing, #B025000559

Saturday Night Dinner:
We will be eating at Chianti’s on Stadium Drive.  The price





is $14.95 per person, which includes dinner (Salmon, Veal





Parm, and Prime Rib), a salad, and a soft drink.  Alcohol is 





extra, and will be added to everyone’s separate checks.

Tournament Format:

36 Holes on Friday and Saturday, 18 Holes on Sunday

Cost Breakdown:

Greens Fees are $169 for the entire weekend.  

Betting money $61 for the entire weekend. (for closest to 

the pin, low net, long  drive, long putt, and scramble 

winners)

Birdie pool is optional.  If you get in, you will pay $1 for 

every birdie made by others, and receive $1 from everyone 

else if you make a birdie.

Tee Times:


Begin at approximately 8:30am and 2:30pm

Player Handicaps:
Your handicap will be determined by a mutually agreed

upon average score for the first day.  If you have not played 

with us before, you will need to agree on a score with 

someone who has.  We will adjust your score up or down if 

we determine that you normally play a very easy or 

difficult course.  Please be on your best “Aunt Bea” 

behavior.  The competition will not be very much fun if 

there are a lot of “sandbaggers”.  For the second day we

will use a weighted average of your first day score and your

pre-tournament score.

Directions:


See attached maps.





Red Roof Inn:  Take East 94 to 131 North.  Take 131 North





to the second exit for Stadium Drive (36B), turn right at the





light on 11th (North), take 1 block to Michigan, turn right





(East).





Thornapple:  Go back out to 131 and head north to





Highway D.  Exit and turn Left (West).  Go to Ravine 

Road, turn left (South).  Take Ravine to West F (on top of a

hill, before Ravine crosses over 131), turn right (west).

Alternative:  Take Michigan (turn right out of hotel) to

Drake (1st light).  Turn Left (North). Drake turns into 12th

Street.  Stay on until you hit Ravine (If you miss Ravine, go 

to West F, this is the road the course is on). Turn left on

Ravine (you will cross 131) and go to West F, (right after

bridge) and turn left.

Heritage:  Go to Stadium, turn right.  Stadium turns into

Red Arrow Highway.  Take Red Arrow to 30th Street, turn

right.

Other information call

Mike Redenbaugh at 630-462-6859:





Jason Zimberoff at 630-510-7421





Bump Waghorne at 630-736-8170





Rob Westover at 630-510-7421
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